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What is Brown marmorated stink bug?
Brown marmorated stink bug is a mottle brown 
coloured, shield shaped stink bug. This species 
has a very large host range and affects many 
plants, including sweet corn, tree nuts and fruits 
such as apples, peaches, figs, mulberries, citrus, 
grapes, strawberries and persimmons. 

Originally from eastern Asia, it was recently 
introduced to North America and Europe, where 
it is having a significant impact on agriculture 
and as a nuisance pest (due to its habit of 
overwintering in large numbers inside buildings). 
While feeding the bug’s saliva causes significant 
damage to plant tissues. It also produces a foul 
smelling odour when disturbed. 

Where is it found? 
Brown marmorated stink bug is native to eastern 
Asia (China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan). 
It is not present in Australia. There are 
occasional detections associated with imports 
and international travel.

The Brown marmorated stink bug, Halyomorpha halys, is an invasive stink 
bug responsible for significant economic losses to agriculture in regions and 
countries where it has become established.

What does it look like?
Brown marmorated stink bug adults are medium-
large (12–17mm long), mottle brown coloured, 
shield shaped stink bugs. There are five nymph 
stages that range from less than 3mm to 12mm 
long. The nymphs are orange and black when 
they first hatch but quickly develop a similar 
colouration to the adults. Eggs are cream to 
yellow-orange, approximately 1.6mm long, and 
laid in clusters on the underside of leaves.
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What damage does it cause?
The Brown marmorated stink bug is a voracious 
feeder with an extensive host range. It affects 
many plants including sweet corn, tree nuts and 
fruits such as apples, peaches, figs, mulberries, 
grapes, strawberries, citrus and persimmons. 
Bugs pierce the outer surface of fruit, injecting 
saliva and sucking out juices. This causes 
dimpling of the fruit’s surface and rotting and 
corking inside the fruit.

Brown marmorated stink bug is not a risk to 
human health but is regarded a nuisance pest, 
often seeking shelter in homes, buildings, 
vehicles and machinery, in large numbers.

It produces a foul smelling odour when 
disturbed.

How does it spread?
Brown marmorated stink bugs are spread as 
hitchhikers on a range of commodities, including 
plant material, containers etc. Once introduced 
in a location the pest can spread as adults are 
capable of flying.

What should I look for?
• Look for any unusual stink bugs on your 

plants or feeding damage.
• Look for unusual aggregations of stink bugs in 

or on buildings.
• They are attracted to light, and may be found 

in areas that are well lit at night.
• They could possibly be found in spider webs 

near light sources.
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Report suspect stink bugs
• Residents and home gardeners – WA Department of Primary Industries and 

Regional Development via:

 - MyPestGuide™ Reporter app - available free from Google Play or the App Store

 - online - mypestguide.agric.wa.gov.au

 - call the Pest and Disease Information Service: (08) 9368 3080.

• Businesses handling imported goods – See, Secure, Report hotline 1800 798 636


